
This presentation discusses how to write data to a Microsoft® Excel spreadsheet using 

the Unstructured Data Stage in IBM InfoSphere® DataStage® version 11.3.

1



The objectives of this presentation are to show how to create a DataStage job that 

reads from a Sequential File stage and writes to a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet using 

the Unstructured Data stage. This presentation includes step-by-step instructions 

starting from creation and configuration of the job to running the job and viewing the 

target data.
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This presentation uses a text file, Employee.txt, as the source data. The source file 

contains information of employees in CSV, comma-separated value, format.  The slides 

to follow demonstrate how this information can be written to a Microsoft Excel 

spreadsheet.
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The first step is to create a new DataStage parallel job. Open the DataStage designer 

client and pick New => Parallel job. From the File section of the Palette, drag a 

Sequential File stage and an Unstructured Data stage to the canvas and link the two 

together. To make the job design on the canvas more readable, right-click each stage 

and the link and rename them appropriately. 
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In this example, the Sequential File stage is used as the source. Double-click the 

Sequential File stage to edit the properties. On the Properties tab, specify the path to 

the input file Employee.txt. Next, on the Columns tab, define the columns and click OK 

to save the changes. 

5



Next, right-click the Sequential File stage and select “View Employee Data” to view the 

Employee.txt file’s content. This step validates that the Sequential File stage is 

configured properly.
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Next, double-click the Unstructured Data stage to open the stage properties. On the 

Stage tab, select Excel from the Document type list and select Create a file from the 

Write mode list. Click Configure. 
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In the configuration window that opens after clicking Configure, select “Specific file” for 

the Write method, enter the full path to the output file including the file name, and 

choose Overwrite for the file update mode. Next, under the Property section, set 

Column header to Column names if you want the first row to be the column names. Set 

it to None if the first row should be data. Set the Adjust column width to Yes to adjust 

the column width in the sheet to fit the contents of the column. Finally, enter in the sheet 

name and click OK. This brings you back to the main property page for the stage. Click 

OK to save.
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Next, save and compile the job. Run the job and view the output. 
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After you run the job, open the file and verify the output. This slide displays the data in 

Output.xls in Microsoft Excel.
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