January 13, 2022

New York State Congressional Delegation
United States Senate

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Members of the New York Congressional Delegation:

The ongoing global semiconductor shortage is disrupting our supply chains, impacting
consumers and businesses, and threatening our national security. This shortage exposes the
lack of sustained domestic investment in the semiconductor industry and highlights the need for
the United States to reinvest to guarantee a steady and secure supply of chips for long into the
future.

We are a group of academics, businesses, government and non-profit leaders who are
committed to leveraging existing semiconductor infrastructure in New York to combat the
current shortage. Together, we urge you to pass the U.S. Innovation and Competition Act
(USICA), which, among other things, would fully fund the Creating Helpful Incentives to
Produce Semiconductors for America Act (CHIPS Act). Funding the CHIPS Act will
accelerate investments in new manufacturing facilities, boost domestic semiconductor
production, and establish a National Semiconductor Technology Center (NSTC) and the
National Advanced Packaging Manufacturing Program.

The NSTC will serve as a hub to marshal semiconductor expertise and resources to deliver
much-needed breakthroughs in chip innovation and production, and it will support a steady
supply of chips now and long into the future. An advanced research hub like the NSTC will
require a unigue innovation ecosystem that is ‘prototype ready’ with first-class resources,
scientists, facilities, and partners who can work quickly and efficiently to ease the global chip
shortage and secure a strong domestic chip supply chain for the future.

As Senator Chuck Schumer said earlier this year and New York Governor Kathy Hochul
recently wrote in Bloomberg, the NSTC needs a proven chip innovation ecosystem, which has a
sophisticated infrastructure that is already operational and is backed by partner companies,
academic institutions, and a highly skilled workforce. For instance, the Albany Nanotech
Complex is the product of billions of dollars in public and private investment over two decades
and now hosts more than 2,700 industry experts, staff, students, and faculty who have
leveraged the center to produce leading edge semiconductor innovations such as the world’s
first 2 nanometer node chip technology.

We have no time to waste. For the United States to retain its semiconductor leadership, we
must act with speed and the NSTC should use existing assets to produce results quickly. To
enable fast results, our group includes universities and academic institutions in New York and


https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-brings-commerce-secretary-gina-raimondo-to-meet-with-ibm-and-other-albany-nanotech-complex-stakeholders_discuss-cutting-edge-semiconductor-rd-happening-in-albany-senator-says-albany-ideal-for-future-national-semiconductor-technology-center-that-would-bring-1000-jobs-to-capital-region
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across the United States to strengthen the semiconductor R&D pipeline, cultivate a diverse and
talented semiconductor workforce and translate technology into tangible business and

consumer solutions.

How we rise to the challenge of building resiliency back into our semiconductor supply chain is a
defining moment not only for the nation, but also New York State, to retain our position as a
leader in semiconductor innovation, research expertise and the workforce of the future.
Additionally, New York is uniquely positioned to support new American semiconductor fabs, as
we have more shovel-ready sites than any other state and have already established the

infrastructure needed for new chip fabrication.

That is why we urge the New York congressional delegation to support R&D, innovation
and manufacturing by fully funding the CHIPS Act in USICA. In doing so, we can cement
the United States’ leadership in the semiconductor industry and strengthen our supply chains,

economy, and national security for years to come.

We look forward to working with you on this shared goal.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey B. Shealy, PhD, MBA
Founder & CEO
Akoustis, Inc.

Daniel Leibholz
SVP & Chief Technology Officer
Analog Devices

Benjamin Bunday
President
AMAG Consulting

Ron Kelly
Chief Executive Officer
Ambature

Vincent Guerriero

Sr. Director, Silicon Product Group — META
Center

Applied Materials

Tom Kelly
Chief Executive Officer
Blue Cheetah

Doon Gibbs
President
Brookhaven Science Associates

Mark Eagan
President & Chief Executive Officer
Center for Economic Growth

Joshua C. Brumberg, Ph.D.
Dean of the Sciences, The Graduate Center
City University of New York

John L. Sheff
Director of Public & Industry Affairs
Danfoss

Hope Knight
Acting Commissioner
Empire State Development

James A. O'Neill, PhD
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