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Use the Decision Center REST API to build, test, and deploy decision 

services, and to run continuous deployment in the programming language of 

your choice. 
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Many of these improvements have also been introduced in ODM fix packs 

8.9.0.2 and 8.8.1.3.
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Automatic import of groups and users

You can now automatically import users based on Lightweight Directory 

Access Protocol (LDAP) connection parameters.

There are three possible modes to import groups and users:

• Groups and users are imported manually

• The modes provides Decision Center with groups and users that can 

be organized with no restrictions. Group organization in Decision 

Center does not reflect groups in LDAP directories.

• Groups and users are automatically imported

• Group and user organization in Decision Center exactly reflects 

groups and users in LDAP directories.

• Groups are manually imported, and users are automatically imported for 

these groups

• Same as the previous mode but only on selected groups.

Decision Center does not modify the LDAP directories that it is connected to. 

Importation is unidirectional from LDAP directories to Decision Center 

repository.
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LDAPv3-style query to retrieve groups and users (RFC2254)

You can now use LDAP query expressions to filter the lists of user groups that 

you upload from an LDAP server to Decision Center.

This allows complex queries to retrieve groups and users such as 

(|(cn=*Offering*)(objectCategory=ACME)).
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Illustration shows the editing interface for an LDAP connection in the Business 

Console.
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Enhanced interface for managing decision service snapshots

Snapshots play a key role in editing, validating, and deploying decision 

services. New features for sorting and filtering can shorten your search time 

for finding snapshots. The enhancement can be very useful when working with 

numerous versions of a decision service.
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Improved content display in the Business Console

The Business Console tabs (Decision Artifacts, Queries, Tests, Simulations, 

Deployment, and Snapshots) can now display their contents on multiple 

pages. Previously, each tab had only one page. Now as a tab fills up, its 

contents are automatically spread to additional pages. The tab sorting and 

filtering mechanisms work across the pages.
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Administrators and configuration managers can now benefit from additional 

decision service management features to transition from the Enterprise 

Console to the Business Console.

Exporting and importing decision service projects in the Business 

Console

In the Business Console, administrators and configuration managers can now 

use compressed files to import a decision service (one or more projects) or 

export the working branch of a decision service.

Deleting a decision service in the Business Console

Administrators can now delete decision services from the Business Console. 

This operation used to be limited to the Enterprise Console, and required 

administrators to work in two environments.
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Migrating classic rule projects to decision services

New Ant tasks let you migrate your classic rule projects to decision services. 

You can migrate a project to a decision service that is either simple or 

governed. You can more easily upgrade older business rule solutions to take 

advantage of the current functionality based on decision services.
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When you use the decision engine, your action rules and decision tables are 

compiled into the advanced rule language (ARL). Now you can check the 

compilation results in the ARL tab. For example, if your project model contains 

similar objects, you can check that the rules use the correct objects.

Also for ARL editing in BOM to XOM (B2X), these frequently used packages 

are now automatically imported: 

• java.lang.*

• com.ibm.rules.engine.runtime.*

• com.ibm.rules.engine.ruledef.runtime.*

• com.ibm.rules.engine.ruleflow.runtime.*
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Your Java™ XOM resource or library might not be alone. It could reference, or 

be referenced by, other artifacts. Now you can sever all ties in one go by using 

the Rule Execution Server Console, REST API, or Ant tasks, giving you a 

clean delete. You reduce the likelihood of errors from artifacts trying to access 

deleted files.
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• Value-info: Properties that you can use (in the POM in Maven, or in the 

configuration file in CLI) to allow the integration of customer-defined values.

• Cache principle: No longer write to disk, but keep all in memory so to save

execution time.

• Automatic exception handling: Functionality that is managed by the engine 

(starting ODM 8.9.0), and that is now also supported at the CLI level 

(starting ODM 8.9.1).
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Operational Decision Manager comes with several samples and tutorials that 

show you how to create and deploy rule solutions. These include the following 

new projects:

Decision Center sample: REST API in Java

This sample demonstrates how to use the Decision Center REST API in 

Java™ to build, test, and deploy a decision service. The REST API in Java 

allows you to do several operations outside Decision Center.

Decision Center tutorial: Merging branches in the Business Console

This tutorial shows you how to merge changes between branches in a decision 

service in the Decision Center Business Console. You can work on a decision 

service in one branch, and then merge selected changes to a decision service 

in another branch. 

Decision Center tutorial: Using the REST API tool

This tutorial shows you how to build, test, and deploy a decision service by 

using the REST API tool. The REST API tool include many of the primary 

24



operations that are performed in the Business Console.

Rule Designer tutorial: Debugging a decision service

This tutorial shows you how to debug a decision service in Rule Designer. The 

tutorial takes you through a process for finding and fixing errors in rules and a 

ruleflow.
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IBM Cloud Product Insights shows how IBM software is being used across an 

organization. Product Insights now offers improved metering with support for 

groupings and aggregates, exportable comma-separated value (CSV) files for 

metrics, and support for application servers WAS-ND V8.5.5 and Tomcat 8. 

Also, the same reporting for ODM on Cloud is applicable to ODM Hybrid 

Entitlement.

You can use IBM Cloud Product Insights with the on-premises and cloud 

versions of Operational Decision Manager. It helps you optimize usage, reduce 

waste, and plan projects. By using cloud-based dashboards, administrators 

and operations staff can review performance metrics on applications to 

understand how the software is being used. Administrators can optimize 

efficiency within their environment, and organizations can use the metrics in 

planning the extension of cloud services to their current products. 

You can find information about IBM Cloud Product Insights at 

https://developer.ibm.com/product-insights/.
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For Docker 17.x and Kubernetes 1.7, it means IBM support will accept support 

requests when ODM 8.9.1 is used in conjunction with these versions of Docker 

and Kubernetes. But there is no predefined deliverable for Docker in ODM 

8.9.1. Please refer to the next section on public contributions to facilitate ODM 

on Docker and Kubernetes
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In this rule execution environment, you offload rule execution from your z/OS applications 

(COBOL or PL/I applications) to zRule Execution Server for z/OS, where your rules are 

executed on a server running a JVM. 

Batched request API

Instead of sending a single set of parameters, you can send a batch of parameters from a 

COBOL client application to the zRule Execution Server for z/OS®. Use the HBRA-CONN-

AREA data area to pass the RuleApp path and multiple sets of input parameters and to receive 

the outputs of the ruleset execution for each set of the parameters provided. 

Enhanced integration with IBM CICS® Transaction Server

After you configure a zRule Execution Server for z/OS® server group, you can optionally 

configure the server group to run on a CICS® JVM server. You can configure CICS JVM 

Server as a highly available, scalable environment by using standard CICSPlex® System 

Management (CPSM) capabilities.

Improved rule engine management in Liberty

You can enable the SMF recording feature to collect execution data by setting a property. You 

must be authorized to the BPX.SMF profile of the FACILITY class to write System 

Management Facility (SMF) records.
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Decision Server Insights continuously monitors your business to help you respond quickly to risks and 

opportunities. The following changes improve the performance of Decision Server Insights:

Offloading entities to a database to reduce memory requirements

Entity offloading can be enabled in a cluster to reduce memory usage, shorten load and preload times, 

and stabilize the grid. When entity offloading is enabled, entities are restored from the database only 

when they are needed, which can reduce memory requirements. The eviction time (a date and time) is 

based on the evictor type, which is defined in the objectgrid.xml file. 

Offloading mementos to a database to reduce the memory requirements

Memento offloading can be enabled in a cluster to reduce memory usage and stabilize the grid. When 

memento offloading is enabled, mementos are restored from the database only when they are needed. 

The eviction is based on the evictor type, which is defined in the objectgrid.xml file. 

Reducing the size of the memento in a database

It is now possible to use a concise JSON format to store the externalized state of rule agents. Switching 

the format from XML to JSON reduces the size of the data that is communicated between the run time 

and the database, and the time to load and save the memento. 

DDL statements to create indexes on BATCHID columns

The Decision Server Insights database tables now have indexes for the BATCHID columns. Finding data 

with an index is much faster than reading every row sequentially. The beneficial effect of the indexes is 

likely to be seen during a cluster startup, especially if your database is large. The new BATCHID indexes 

are included in the .sql files under <InstallDir>/runtime/ia/persistence/sql.
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